Jerry,

Sorry for the delay, been on the road. Rather than spend a great deal of time reciting the good
reasans for the exigtence of 2.4, | think that | can say with certainty that the previous reasons are
adequate and we should not be pushed to revise our regulations just because a parkway in & major
metropolitan area has become a major commuter route. As you may know by now, DC prohibits
concealed weapons by anyone so this is not a great argument 1o base a reg change on, in addition to the
fact that the last place we should be making it easier 1o carry are those places where road rage is most
likely {and does) to happen, such as the GW, BW and Suitland. In addition, bonafide law enforcement
officers who work within the district can and should carry on their way to and from work and no one
should have a problem with thal. This sounds like a spacial reg case to me and the USPP should be the
ones who either support a special reg or who defend the need to keep 2.4 in tact, which my guess would
be that they would oppose such a proposal. The ability to carry a weapon in the national park system
exists under the present regulations, albeit in a manner that may not please everyone, but certainly in a
way that lets them be legal once they leave us and re-enter state jurisdiction. Lastly, | get calls several
times a year from retired cops wanting to know how they can carry their guns when visiting national parks. -
Once | explain the regs and means to do so legally (and why the reg was established to begin with) they
are fine with it. If we have rangers who are citing otherwise law abiding citizens who indicate (for safety
reasons) that that have a loaded weapon in their vehicle or on their person after being stopped for a
minor traffic violation, we should spend our energy working and retraining the ranger.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment,

Kevin

Kevin FitzGerald

Intermountain Region Chief Ranger
303-968-2641 Office

303-919-0710 Cell

303-969-2037 Fax

I'm not in favor of it, and we certainly see people on the Parkway with firearms "in compliance with state
regs."

Charles Guvelier, Ghiet Ranger
Nalchez Trace Parkway

(662) 6B0-4014

(662) 401-5287 cellivoice

(662) 680-4034 fax

Jerry,

This is a continuing item for discussion in Alaska. In most of the pre-ANILCA parks, 2.4 prevails. In the
ANILCA parks, 13.19 applies. Under 13.19 you essentially can have a weapon in accordance with state
and federal laws. Since something is open for hunting all the time, you can bagically carry, possess and
use a weapon all the time.



But in the "old” - pre-ANILCA parks - 2.4 applies. This doasn't come up as a concealed carry concermn,
but rather “why can't we have waapons in the old Katmai Monument® type of guestion, See the draft
below to Senator Stevens.

When Part 13 was originally proposed in the early 1980's, the NP5 proposed 1o allow firearms in all parks
across the board. However, numerous public commeni cama In that opposed this approach, thus the
“algl®* parks retained the firgarms restrictions,

Katmai may consider a ehange in our Phase |l regulations, but there is currently not & consensus over the
fesue (mostly driven by eommarcial baar viewing guides, some for and against).

Hope this helps,

Jay

| would be opposed to any change in the current regulation. Individuals we encounter Carrying weapons
legally in the state (e.g. with a carry permil) are most cooperative in my experience. Upon leaming that
they ara in fact in violation they comply with whatever requests our rangers make.

Usually our rangers are respanding to a visitor report conceming someane carrying a weapon in the park.
In ather words, visitors are not reassured by the presence of people walking around packing.

This is & strong regualtion which | could see being abused by overeager officars, thal of course is a
SUpErisory issue isn't it. On the other hand | fesl it's a good one for our officer safely as well as the
safety of the general public.

Guy L. LaChine

Chief Ranger

Ccmulgee Mational Monument
1207 Emery Highway

Macon, GA 31217
478-752-8257 x1

Jerry,
With regards to the concealed carry issue:

I would object to tinkering with 2.4. In the instances similar to
what you describe my experience has always been that we
exercise discretion when making contacts and use our
citation/arrest response to it when there are aggravating
circumstances. Most of the time we simply warn people, or in
some cases relieve them of the weapon and return it to them
when they leave the park.



Most of the time we never know about people who are traversing
our parks on a highway or road carrying a weapon assuming they
are doing so while covered by that States concealed carry permit.
When we do become aware, it is usually the result of some other
wrong-doing on their part. At that point, the violation is part of a
larger picture and thus subject to our discretion. I would also
add that every concealed carry permit I have ever seen makes a
point of telling the bearer that the permit does not grant carry
rights in all areas. Many even advise that federal lands, building
and some businesses do not recognize them.

So they have been advised that they need to exercise discretion
and evaluate when and where they carry. They always have the
option of locking up or otherwise disabling the weapon in their
vehicle to comply with our law.

I believe we have a vested interest in limiting the legal carry of
weapons in our parks because of the following issues:

workplace violence

homeland security

resource protection (poaching)

visitor protection

difficulty in verifying the legality of a concealed carry permit
wide differences nationally in the criteria to obtain a
concealed carry permit

wide differences nationally in how those criteria are applied
by various jurisdictions

Anyway that's a quick response. I'm sure we could discuss it
further, and perhaps a wider discussion would prompt me to

think of other issues or maybe even change my mind. Let me
know what else you hear, it's an interesting topic.

Thanks

Ed Clark

Chief Park Ranger

Big Cypress National Preserve

239-695-1108 office
239-340-8395 cell
edward_clark@nps.gov



We have thiz issus al JELA-BARA. The state of Louigiana stales il's pesmissibla to have a loaded firearm
inside 8 vehicla; plain view or otherwise. However the momeant thay antar the park, they're now in
violation, The US Aftameys office has declined lo prosecule any of thesa hypas of casas.

Typlcally the public which carries firearms in their vehicles do so for self-delense. However, during the
wirler months, individuals regularly hunt from their vehicles along park roadways al night. Any cases
mad for this type of violation are handled case, by case. The park has o show additional facts 1o
indicate road hunting befora the US Attorneys office will take the case.

| hope that helps and is the typa of leedback you're kooking for.

Laigh Zahm

Supervizory Park Ranger
Jaan Lafitte NHP
Baraltaria Freserse

O: {(504)589-2330 x 17
C: (504)382-4216

F: (504)689-7897

The slokc traditionalist in me would like 1o see it remain intact, I'd imagine we have a lot of miles of such
thru roads which equates o a lot of petential problems. Just sbout anyone can gel a carry permit, some
states balng more liberal than others.

Only excaption I'd think we should considar would be 1o have some sarl of excaption for LEQ's and at
least try to meat the spirit of the national carry law - which | believe was someawhal justified as a nalional
security issua if Mmamory Series.

Thamks for asking...

Bob

202-619-7067

Amending 36 CFR 2.4 to Allow “Coneealed Carry™ Firearms

Cremting an excepiion to 36 CFR 2.4 to allow concealed carmy weapons inside the national parks is a shortsighted
ervor for both ideological and practical reasons. It involves weighing the interests of a small percentage of gun
owners against the histaric, ethical, and legally mandated mission of the National Park Service, and would create a
legal exception to & long standing regulation that protects both the park resources and visitors.

Idenlogically, our enabling legislation created our park lands as preserves, and protecting them has required a limit
to & variety of threats such as off-road use, metal detecting, and firearms. The same law thal provides protection to
the wildlife, though, also helps create a safer and more enjoyable experience for the visitors who perceive the park
g5 a safe and natural environment. Limiting the presence of firearms works to the advantage of both the resources
and visitors (as required by 16 10,5.C.), and should not be compromised by the desires of a minority who merely
wish to extend a civil privilege into the preserve of a national park.

Practically, there are great problems of enforcement and resource protection in the proposed change. An attempt to
legalize firearms that are covered under a concealed cary permit opens the entire park 1o the presence of the
weapons when other solutions are better suited. In situations where the conflict can be handled on an individual



basis, 36 CFR 2.4 allows a superintendent to awthorize conceabed carry by a special park-issued permit when other
means are “impracticable.” When the problem i3 more large scale, it is possible for the superintendent to issee 2
special regulation exempling a specific area or stretch of road from the 2.4 limitations.

In Orctober of 2003 a Cumberland Gap NHP ranger caught an individual poaching, using a ¥mm handgun, on a well
iraveled road inside the park boundary. It is bad logic to build policy on a single incident, but a single incident like
this can help illuminate the inherent risk of allowing any weapons inside a natural preserve. The presence of
wedpons, ven handguns, in the park creates a threat to the resources and to the visitors.

Ultimately, the argument hinges on the convenience of a small group of gun owners who received special permits to
carry a firearm, [f individual or area exceptions are not an adequate solution, then certainly we can consider the
primacy of cur federal law against the state-provided civil permission to carry a hidden firearm. The prodection of
the park and its visitors should not be subject to unnecessary compromise.

Jarry

| just reviewed the comments on the discussion of concealed carry by Cumberland Gap and would throw
in my agreement, As one of the mos! vislted units In the Service we deal with large numbers ol conlacts
for a wide variety of violations and have seen simlilar situations as described by CUGA. The Impact on
safaty, (public, resource and ranger,) is real but it is not the totality of the issue.

There are additional legal concerns that revelve around the upholding of a local'stale privilege which is in
canflict with federal regulations. The Federal Magistrale Judges that we work with are rightfully sensitive
to the standards of the community but have been willing and able o separate that fram condoning
conflicting activities. Most state within their concealad carry laws require compliance with the wishes of
the property ownear and furthar restrict concealed carry from local/state facilities and properties, such as
state parks, courthouses, hospitals and schoals 1o name a few. So our regulation is far from being out of
step with the laws of states that allow concealed or even apen carry of firearms by private citizens. Thera
is no question our regulation is constitutional and upon review it is also supponative of ‘community
slandards’,

John Garrisan

Chief Park Rangar, acting

Blua Ridge Parkway
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